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| Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
TIN 

(G2) writings which laie by 
me, it was my good hap 
to light vpon one which was full 
welcome: both for the profite 
vrhich preſently I reaped in reading 
of that , which before time I hadde 
heard, as alſo in regard of theſe our 
daies : wherin, if euer in any former 
age, theſe, or ſuch like moſt learned 
& godly inſtructions, are more then 
neceſſarie. The treatiſe is not long, 
and therefore I mind not to make a- 
nie recapitulation thereof: and the 
kather too, becauſe I would bee loth 


to diſmember that, which ſo lear- 
Az nedly 


F late, —_— certaine 
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nedly and ſo methodically is conioi 
ned togeather. Onely this in gene- 
rall, that it meeteth with a kinde of 
bad people, who were budding 
and ſprouting vp then, but ſince in 
reſpecte of their outragious de- 
meanour, both to God, and man, 
without all compaſſe. For proofe 
hereof, let the lewd and ſhameles li- 
bels ſpeake, of late ſet out. 

But heerein they expreſſe the 


auncient and olde diſturbers of the 


Church, who dealt in ſuch manner 
with their Biſhops then, as they doo 
now. The qualitie of theſe men at 
this time, ſnall not be particularized 
by me. Although if we would do as 
their manner is, that is, to cull out mẽ 
by name, & make legendes of them, 
without either feare of God, loue of 
brother, or care of religion, perhaps 
they might be made to bluſhas well 


as 
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as others. But that courſe is vile, & 
hardly (if at all) will we bee drawen 
to the practiſe thereof. And yet let 
Ireneus ſay what he felt by them, and 
thought of them. They are cruell 
ied he)they haue notthe loue of 
God, they ſeeke their owne glorie, 
rather thenthepeace of the Church: 
for cuery ſmall cauſe they deuide & 
cut in ſunder the glorious bodie of 
Chriſt, as much as in them lieth, they) 
haue peace in their mouthes, & war 
in their hearts, they ſtraine at a gnat, » 
and ſwallow vp a Cammell. 
Nazyianzen writeth, that the like 
kinde of People alſo troubled the 
Church in his time, and that ſuche 
were then of diuers accompted the 
odlieſt, which did moſt ſpitefully 
der their bretheren, & ſcorneful- 
ly vic other. Omnes (ſaith he) per hoc 


docti et Catholici volumus videri, (i a- 
43 lios | 


To the Reader: 
lios reprehendimus & impios iudica- 
mus that is, we do all now a daies, 
(by finding fault with others, and 
accounting them vngodly, procure 
to our ſelues an opinion of learning 
and religion. The reſt of the aun- 
cient Biſhops were in the ſame ta- 
king, as it is manifeſtly to be ſeen in 
their writings, eſpecially, in Am- 
broſe, Athanaſius, Terome, * 
guſtine, & manic others. The learned 
of our age, haue likewiſe taſted of 
this cuppe. Caluinwriteth that theſe 
kind of ms, did more ſlaunder him, 
raile ypon him and reuile him, then 
did the open enemies the Papiſts: 
yet that he was therewith ſo conti- 
nually exerſiced, that he made no ac- 
count therof. And ſo chriſ as if hee 
had lined in Caluins time . Non tanta 
(ab infidelibus conuitia & probra, quanta 
1 abhis qui vobis iunctireligi one videntur, 
fidelibus 
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fidelibus iaci videbit aliquius that is: A 
man may eaſily ſec, that the faithful 
do not beare ſo many ſlaunders, and 
reproches at the handes of the infi- 
dels, as they do of ſuch, as ſeeme to 
be profeſſors of the ſame religion. 
It is therfore no maruaile, though 
ſome in theſe daies tread in the ſteps 
of their predeceſſors . But for m 
part, I am fully perſwaded, that theſe 
worthie and godlic Fathers, who of 
long time before, (and of tate moſt 
ſtraungely) haue bene thus ſet vpon, 
may and doo, in the teſtimony ofa 


conſcience, ſay with Cal. Jam 
pridem ad eiuſmodi probra, quibus & 
Prophetas,&* Apoſtolos, & vnigeniti 
dei filium obnoxios eſſe video, continuo 
vſuobdurui: that is, long ſinge haue! 
bin hardened againſt ſuch ſlanders, 
from which, neither the Prophetes, 
neither the Apoſtles, neither yet the 


A 4 onely 
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onely begottẽ ſon of God, could be 
cleare and free. Ina word, let the ci- 
uill magiſtrates looketo thelſelues. 
Let them call to minde, how the 
Anabaptiſts did firſt deale ſo with 
the miniſters of the word, & after- 
wards, both with words & blowes, 
fell likewiſe vpon them. As forthe 
| moſt reuerend, & godly learned me- 
ber of our Church, the authour of 
this ſermon, ypon who they yawne 
moſt and ſnatch at, without all mo- 
deſtie or truth: I know in reſpect of 
himſelfe, he makes ſmall reckoning 
of their doings, which in truth, are 
too too odious & intemperatc; yea 
ſory he is, & ſorie againe, that Mar. 
tyn and his *— 2 haue giuen 
ſo great an offence to the Church of 
God, & yelded to the common e- 
nemy fo iuſt occaſion of Ioy 
and Triumph. 
* 


* ad = 


Ad Titum tertio. 


In the third Chapter to Titur. 


eAdmone eos vt Principibus & Poteſta- 

tibus ſabdits ſint, vt Magiſtratibus 
| pareant , vt ad amne opus bonum ſins 
parati, ne de quoquam maledicant, ne 
ſint Pugnaces , &c. 


Warne them to be ſubiect to rule and power, 
to obey Magiſtrates, to be reddie to eue rie 
good worke. To blaſpheme no man, to be 
no fighters , &c.. 


— 


E baue here to conſider 
„, 8 firſt what mooued the 
4 \ 04 Apoſtle thus co white 


* ” to Titus, and to com- 
nun bim to preach, 
obedience to Magiſtrates, xc. 
| *" Secondly, welearne that obedience 
| fsneceſſarie,andrequired of all Chiti 


ans, 
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Thirdlie, we may alſo note who they be 


that are diſobedieuc, and by whac notes, 


and qualities thep may bee knowen, 
We reade in the fife of the Acts, of 
one-Judas o atroubleſome.per« 
ſon, who (as Ioſephus repoꝛteth) taught 
chat by the la w of God, none ought to be 
called Lob, but Godhimſetfe, and chit 
there was no obedience due to ciuil Ma⸗ 
giſtrates, no tribute due vato Cæſar. 
Thich doctrine of his was ſo plauſible, 
and ſo well liked of che common people, 
that they followed him in great multi⸗ 
tudes, and in the ende grewe into open 
Rebellion; Pea, it ſo troubled the better 
ſoꝛt among the Iewes, euen the Phariſes 
themlelues, that they began to doubt ol 
the matter, and mooued the queſtion to 
Chic, whether it were lawfull to p. 
tribute to Cæſar oz not. 

Hicrome thinketh þ this heriſie was 


| either not altogether extinguiſhed in the 


Apoſtles time, oz began then to be reui⸗ 
ued: which hee ſaith to be the cauſe why 
the Apolile wzote in this manner to Ti- 

tus 
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tus, ę gaue him in charge, that he ſhould 
admoniſh them to bee obedient to Pꝛin⸗ 
ces, ec. 

And ſurelie wboſoeuer diligentlie rea⸗ 
deth and conſidereth the wiitinges ofthe 
Apoſtels, ſhall well perceiue, that they 
had much to doe in their time tokeepe 
men in due obedience to their Magiſtrats 
and Superiozs. And therefoze S. Paul 
often, and S. Peter very earneſtly exhoꝛ⸗ 
teth Scruaunts to obep their Maſters, 
Childzen their Parences, wiues their 
Hulbands, Subiectes their Pꝛinces, and 
Magiltrates. 

Now, if whiles che Apoſtels lined, 
and the Church was as pet in her Uir⸗ 
ginitie, the number of the Chziſtians 


rw, and the ſame vnder perſecution, this 
-2actrine of obedience was thought ſo ne⸗ 


ceſſarie to bee taught: what ſhall wee 
thinke thereofin theſe our dayes, where« 
in all things are ſo coꝛrupt, and ſo farre 
degenerated? Foz theſe are the times of 
which Ch iſt ſpeaketh , when he ſapeth, 
that Iniquity ſhall abound, Charitie — 

cold, 
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told, aud that there all bee no faith as 
mong men. This is the time whereof 
the Apoltle pꝛopheſieth, when he ſayth. 
This knowe fo a certaine, that in the 
latter days (hall come perilous tymes. 
Foz men ſhall be louers of themſelues, 
couetous, diſdainful, pꝛoud, curſed ſpea- 
kers, diſobedient to their parents, falſe 
accuſers, fierce, trayterous, ec. | 

And likewiſe Peter and Iude, who 
pꝛopheſied that in the latter times ſhould 
come mockers walking after their owne 
luſtes, which ſeperate themſelues, cons 
temne Pagiſtrates, and ſpeak euill of 
them that are in auctoztie. 

Mhereunto the ſaping ofthat auncient 
Father Lactantius verie well agreeth, 
that towards the end ofthe wozld, lawes 
ſhal be contemned, there ſhal be no peace 
among men, no humanitie,noobedtence, 

All which experience it ſelfe doth ſuffi- 
tientlie teach to bee moſt true in this our 
age. Foz when was there euer moe dil⸗ 
obedicnce , when greater contempt of 
lawes ! Now it is come to paſle, that the 
doctrine 
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doctrine of obedience , is lothſome vnto 
vs , the teachers thereof accomptedtime 
ſeraers , flatterers , and J knowe not 
what. 

Tf it were euer true that Hierome 
wiiteth, -Quicquid licet , minis deſidera- 


fur: quicquid non licet, fomentum accipit 7 
deſidery: Whatſoeuer is law ful, Is elle 


deſired, what-ſocuer is notlawfull is 
wonderfully deſired. oz the common 
pꝛouerbe: Niimur in vetitum, &C. 
e deſire to doe that which wee are foz · 
bidden, It is at this day moſt true. 
Uherefoze, wee that are Pꝛeachers 
muſt nom eſpecially teach obediente. 
The commaundement of the Apoſtle 
is perpetuall , and ae this day moſtne- 
ceſſarte to bee obſerued, and therefoze 
wee oughe not to neglect it: admo⸗ 
niſhe them ( ſaith hee) to bee ſubiect to 
Pꝛinces, cc. | 
The ſecond is, that obedience is necel⸗ 
ſarie and required of all; which may bee 
pꝛoued by divers reaſons , eſpeciallie by 
foure :by the expzeſſe woꝛde and com- 
maundement 


2, 
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maundement of God; bp the ozdinaunce 
of Gov; by the commoditie that redoun ⸗ | 
neth to the Subjects; thꝛough }9zinces | A 
and Magiſtrates; and by the plagues | b 
and puniſhment , whereby choſe from 8 
time to time haue bene plaged that were | Y' 
diſobedient. m 

I It is the firſt commaundement ofthe | 1 
ſecond Table, that we ſhould honour and tl 
obey our Parents where, by the name of a 
b 

ol 

p 

b! 

fi 

a 

ic 


Parents, (as all learned wziters do con» 
fefſe) not they onelie are compzehended 
that are our naturall Parents, but thoſe 
alſo which haue gouernment and charge 
ouer vs, as Punces, Pagiſtrates, and 
ſuch like. | | 

The people of God had alwaies their 
Magiſtrates and gouernoꝛs, whom they 


were commaunded to obep by the woꝛde 

of God, yea ſometimes when they were " 
wicked and inſtdels. | 1 
Cbniſt payed tribute to Caſar , ama» | . 
nifeſt ſigne of ſubiection, and heecom- 1 


maunded that thoſe things ſhould be gi- | Þ 
nen vnto Cæſar which belong toCelar, t 


* 
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S. paul ſaich, let euerie ſoule ſub- 

mit it ſelfe to the ſuperior power, &c. Rom. 13. 
And in the epiſtle to the Hebrewes, O- 

bay thoſe which are ſet ouer you, and Cap. 13. 
giue them place, for they watch for 

your ſoules. S. Peter likewiſe com · 
maundeth obedience ſaping. Be ye ſub. Pet. a 
ect to euerie humaine ordinance , for 

the Lord, whether it bee to the King, 

as to the moſt excellent, &c. And the 
Apollle in this place, anmoniſheth the tos 
be ſubiect to Pꝛinces and powers, to be . 
obedient to Magiſtrats: whereby it ap» 
pearech, that obedience is commaundey 

by the exp2elle woꝛde of God, and there⸗ 

foze wee muſt obay: S. Paul maketh it 

a matter of conſcience,” aud ot neceſſitie: 

it is no thing tuvifferent, 

Nom if Chꝛiſt, Paul, and Peter ſo ear- 

neſtly commaunded obedience, when 

Painces and Magiſtrates were as pet 

inſidels and enemies to Chiiſte,is it not 

now much mote to bee vꝛged, when they 

be Chꝛiſtians? The people of God were 

| commaundedto obep Nabuchadono- 

zer, 


— 
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captiuitie: Paul and Peter taught obedi⸗ 
ence when Nero liued, a cruell Tyꝛant, 
and rather a monſter then a man, and 
hal not we obey, commaund, and teach 
obedience to her Maieſtie our naturall 


Mꝛince, a defender of the true Religion 


of Chꝛiſt, by whom alſo wee enioy ſo 
great libertie, peace, and aboundante of 
all thinges: God fozbid that anie man 
ſhoulde once thinke, much lelſe teach oz 
doe contrary, 

The ſecond reaſon is, che oꝛdinance of 
God, fo; Magiſtrates are appointed of 
GO D, and therefoze in Scriptures are 
called Gods? Domnatur excelſus in reg- 
no hom inum, et cuicung, voluerit dabit 10. 
lud: The higheſt hath power ouer the 
Kingdome of man, and giueth it to 
whome it liketh him, Per me Re- 


the pꝛouerbs: Er legum conclitores inft a 
decernunt : per me Principes imperant, & 


potentes decernunt iufi. iam Through 
me Kinges raigne, and Princes make 


iuſt 


zer, à heathen Pꝛince, who had them in 


| 


| | 


| 


| 


ger regnant, ſaith the ſpirit of GD Din 


| 
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iuſt lawe, By mee Princes beare rule, 
and Noble men do iudge the earth. 
The Pſalmiſt ſaith, that promoti- 
on commeth neither from the Eaſt Pal.zs. 
nor from the Weſt, noryet fromthe 
South, becauſe G OD is Iudge him- 
ſelfe, who ſetteth vp one and caſteth 
downe another. The Deuil (ſaith 
- Ireneus) lyed, when ſpeaking of the Mart 4- 
Kingdomes of the TUozld, hee ſaid vnto 
Chyiſt: All theſe are mine, and J giue 
them to tihome J will: Nam cuius iuſ- 7 
ſu homines naſcuntur, huius iuſſu & Re- 
ges conſtituuntur, By whoſe comaun- 
dement menne are borne, euen by 
his alſo Kings are appoynted. Saint 
Paul ſaith, that there is no power but of 
God, and they that doe reſiſt, reſiſt the 
oꝛdinance of God, Therefoze whatſde⸗ 
-| uerthe men are, good o2 bad, their pow- 
nt erandauthozity is of God, Nocendi vo- 
«| tuntas (faith Auguſtine ) poteſt eſſe ab, 
hominis animo, ſed poteſtas non niſi 4 
n Deo. Awilito doe harme may pro- 
dceede from the will of man; but all 
ſt /7B. 44 power 
ö 
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Pro 28. 
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power whatſoeuer is only from God. 
GOD ſometime ſuffereth an hypo- 
crite to raigne for the iniquitie of the 
eople: and for the ſins of the land, 
ingdoms often chaunge their Prin- 
ces. 

Irenzus affirmeth, that God doeth al⸗ 
waiẽs Tend ſuch Pꝛinces and Gouer⸗ 
nours, as are apt and meete fo2 thole | 
which are gouerned, ſometimes fo2 their 
p2ofit and benefit, and ſometimes foz 
their puniſhment and cozrection, Bonus 

ſi fuerit, qui tibi præeſt, nutritor tuus eſt; 
malus ſt fuerit, tentator tuus eſt: & nu- 
trimenta libenter accipe, & in tentatione 
approbare. If a good man haue go- 
uernment ouer thee, the ſame is a fo- 
ſter Father or Nurſe vnto thee: if a 
bad man, hee is one that doeth trie 
thee: accept willingly of the nouriſh- 
ment, and approve thy ſelfe in the tri- 
all. So that Magiſtrates, be they good, 
02 be they bad, muſt be obeyed, becauſe 
they are the oꝛdinaunce of God, and by 
bim placed and appoynted. 

i The 


Preached at Pauls Croſſe: 


The third reaſon, is, the tommoditie 


that redoundeth to the Subiects by ha: 
uing and obeping of Magiſtrates. S. 
Paul ſaith,that Princes are not feareful 
to thoſe that doe well, but to thoſe 
that doe euill, &c, S. Peter likewiſe 
affirmeth,that Kinges and Princes are 


Rom. 13. 


ſent of GOD, to the puniſhment of , pe... 


thoſe that doe euill, and to the praiſe 
and commendation of thoſe that do 
well. S. Paul exhoꝛteth vs to pray for 
Kings, that we may leade vnder them 
a quiet and a godlie life: So that 
Pꝛinces and Magiſtrates, are the cauſe 
and meanes of quietnes and godlines. 
here there are no Magiſtrates, there 
is contention, ſtrife, ſedition , cc. yea, 
opp2eſſion,and iniurie: koꝛ the mightier 
deuoureth and ſpoyleth the weaker. 
Well ſaich Chriſoſtome, Malum quidẽ 
eſt vbi nullus eſt Principatus, & multa- 
rum cladium hac res exiſtit occaſio, & 
confuſionis, turbationſq, principium. Sicut 
enim ſi ex Choro ipſum Choripheum au- 


feras, nequaquam modulatus Chorus, vel 
32 ordi- 


1. Tim. 2. 
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ordinatus exiſtit: & phalanx militum ſi 


ducem non habeat, nullo modo numero 4- 
cies illa , vel ordine procedit : & nauis fi 
gubernatore priuetur, peſſum eat neceſſe 
ef: & gregi ſi paſtorem abit uleris cunc- 
tus di pergetur & peribit © malum igi- 
tur eſt, vbi nullus e — 
ſionis quippe hoc e#F argumentum, It is 
paſſing ill wherethere is no gouerne- 
ment, for that is the occaſion of 
great harme , as alſo they beginning 
of trouble and confuſion , For euen 
as,if you take from that Quire, their 
Chau nter,the ſame will neither be in 
good tune, or good order: and ſo if a 
band of Souldiars haue not his Cap- 
taine, it can in no caſe march on, ey- 
ther in dewe number, or decent or- 
der: and a Ship wanting his Pilot, 
muſt needes miſcarrie, and at len th 
be ſunke : alſo ifa flocke forgoe dis 
dheppard, the ſame neceſſarily muſt 
be ſcattered and ſo periſh 2; Euen ſo is 
— to them that haue no gouerne- 
ment: for that is to them, an argu- 
ment 
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ment of their ruine and deſtruction, 
And againe, Libertas diſſoluta & mode- 
ramine carens, vbig, mala confuſioniſq 

cauſa eſt. Looſe libertic not — 
by gouernement, is euery where 
naught, and the cauſe of all confuſi- 
on. Becaule equalitie ( ſaith the ſame 
Authoz) engendzeth ſtrife , nature it 
ſelſe hath appointed diners kindes of go 
uernements, as of the Paiſter ouer the 
Deruant, Parents ouer their Childzen, 
Puſbands ouer their Wiucs, Pyzinces 

ouer their Subiects. 


Vbinullum eſt imperium, ibi nullus or- Nazian. 


do : vbi multorum bi ſeditio : vbi autem; 
non eſt ordo, ibi iam ruinæ oſtium patet. 
Where there is no gouernment, there 
is no order: where many gouerne, 
there is ſedition: and where no or- 
der is, there a gap is opened to all de- 
ſolation. Jt is therefoze euideut, that 
Mag iſtrates are fo2 the benefit and com⸗ 
moditie of thoſe that are gouerned, and 
therefoze muſt be obeyed, 
The fourth reaſon is, the puniſhment 
B 3 of 
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of thoſe that are diſobedient , It is ſaid 
in the Commaundement , that thoſe 
which obey their Parents, ſhall haue 
long life: then it muſt needs follow, that 
the dates ol ſuch as are diſobedient, ſhall 
be hoztned, It is Gods owne law, that 
ſuch as diſobey the commaundement of 
the high ꝛieſt, of their Parentes, oꝛ of 
the Magiſtrate, ſhall die the death. The 
horrible deſtruction of Corah and his 
companions, whome the earth fo? their 
diſobedience, ſwallowed vp quick,ſhews 
eth howe greeuous a thing it is in the 
ſigbt ol God to diſobey: So dooth like⸗ 
wiſe the example of Abſolon, Achito- 
phell, and diuers others. Read the Hi⸗ 
ſtozies, ſacred 02 pꝛophane, you ſhall 
plainely ſee, that diſobedience to Magi⸗ 
ſtrates, was neuer oz very ſildome ſuf- 
fered to be vnpuniſhed. Experience it 
ſelfe dooth teach ſo much. &f o2 mine 
owne part, in inferio2 gouernments, J 
baue ſund)te times noted , that thoſe, 
which haue ſhewedchemſeluesconcentis 
ous againſt their Gouernours, haue — 
ther 
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ther neuer come to bee Gouernours 
themſelues, though they haue deſired it, 
2 elſe if they haue attained thereunto, 
haue receiued the ſame meaſure . But 
howſoeuer diſobedient perſons in this 
wozlde eſcape tempozall punifhments, 
ſure it is, that they ſhall not eſcape eter⸗ 
nall in the wozlde to come, vnleſſe they 
repent, S. Paule ſaithe, That they 
which reſiſt and diſobey, procure vn- 
to themſelues damnation. And in an- 
other place, bee reckoneth diſobedient 
perſons, among thoſe which ſhall neuer 
come into the kingdome of heauen.The 
Apoſtle Iude pꝛonounceth an euerlaſt⸗ 
ing woe, againſt all thoſe,which follow 
Corah in his cõtradiction and diſobedi⸗ 
ence, Mell then, the woꝛd of God ex⸗ 
peſſelie commaundech obedience : Ma⸗ 
giſtrates are appointed of God: it is 
p2ofitable, and beneficiall fo2 vs to haue 
them: God plagueth and punifheth diſ: 
obedient perſons, therefoꝛe obedience is 
neceſſary, and obey wee muſt. So that 


this leſſon ol S. Paul map not bee foꝛ. 


54 gotten: 
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gotten: vou muſt be content to heare it, 


It is aur dutie to pzeache it. The Apo- 
ſtle ſaith: Admone illos vt principatibus 
ac poteſtatibus ſubditi ſint, ec, Warne 
them to bee ſubiect to rule and 
power, 

But now peraduenture ſome will be 
deſirous to knowe wherein obedience 
conſiſteth. Obedience conſiſteth pꝛinci⸗ 
pallie in theſe foure things: firſt in da- 
ing that which the Magiſtrate cõmaun⸗ 
deth, and in obſeruing of lawes: Se⸗ 
condly, in pꝛaying fo2 the Magiſtrate: 
Thirdly, in fearing and honouring of 
him: Fourthly, in paying vnto him tri⸗ 
bute, Touching the ſirſte, the Apoſtle 
ſaith heere exp2eſſelye, that Titus muſt 
teach them to doe the Magiſtrates com- 
maundement. There are many that pꝛo⸗ 
keſſe obedience in woꝛdes, but deny it in 
deede : they peelde a certaine generall 
kindeofſubiecion, but perfoꝛme it not 
in ſpecialties . They graunt (as the 
Schooleman ſaith ) Neuerentiam ſub- 
iectionis, but they denie, obedientiam iuſ- 
ſions 
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ſionis: They graunt reuerence of ſub- 
iection, but denie, obedience to that 
which is comaunded. Mhereas they 
ought to perfozme both, Thy call vou 
me Low Loꝛd (ſaith Chziſt)and doe not 
thoſe things which J commaund pou? 
Not he which ſaidhe would doe his Fa: 
thers commaundement, and did it not, 
was counted obedient, but rather hee 
which laid hee would not doe it, and yet 
did it. And to what purpoſe ſerue either 
Magiiſtrates oz lawes, if thev bee not oz 
beped + Populus ( ſaith Chryſoſtome) 
non obſequens Principi, ſimilis eſt populo 
principem non habenti, imo etiam deteri- 
or, & c. That people that obeyeth not 
the Prince, is like to them that haue 
no prince, yea and woorſſe too. Ana 
againe hee ſaith : Ne mihi dixeris eſſe 
regnum, vbi eſt legum tranſgreſſio, Ne- 
uer ſay that to be a kingdome, where 
lawes be neglected and broken. Reg- 
num amiſiſſe videtur ( ſaithj a Philoſo⸗ 
pber) ui obedientiam amiſit. Solitudints 
& vaſtitatis Dominus eſſe videtur Rex 
ille, 


A Godlic Sermon 


nunt eſſe Principes,quando qui parere de- 
bent mandata ſpernunt. He ſeemeth to 
me to haue loſt his kingdome, who 
hath loſt the obedience, dew vnto 
him, from his ſubiects. Nay the king 
ſeemerh rather to be a Lord of vn in- 
habited and deſert places, whoſe ſub- 
iects obay not at his command, Then 
kings leaue of to be Princes, w hen as 
ſuch as ought to obey them, cõtemne 
their lawes. Therefo)e it is a pʒinci⸗ 
pal point of obedience to obſerue lawes, 
and to doe that which is commaunded. 
But ſome peraduenture will ſay: mult 
we obey the Pꝛince in all things, hee 
commaundeth ? Is there no exception: 
hat if he commaunde that which is a⸗ 
gainſt Gods commaundment : The an: 
ſwere is eaſie and common · There is no 
T bome giuen to any man (ſaith Baſill) 
either to cõmaund that, which God hath 
foꝛbidden, oz to foꝛbid that, which God 
hath commaunded: therefoze ik any ſuch 
comaundement happen to be. thou muſt 
anlwere 


ille, cuius dicto ciuet non obediunt : Deſi- | 
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anſwere with che Apoltles inthe Acts, Age. 
that it is better co obey God then men. & 5, 


But take this with thee alſo, which Hie- 
rome noteth vpon this place : that this 
Nule doth not onely belong to that obe⸗ 


dience which is required in the Subiect 
towards the magiſtrate, but in that alſo 


which is required in Seruants towards 
their Paiſters, in wiues towards their 


Hul bands, æ in Childzen towards their 


Parents: fo neither muſt the ſeruaunt 


obep his maiſter , no2 the wife her huſ⸗ 
band, noz childzen their parents in thoſe 
things which are contrary to Gods c6- . 

maundements. Andtherefoze meaſure 


thy obedience towards the Pꝛince and 
| Paciltrate,by that which thou thy lelke 
 requireſt of thy ſeruant, wife oz childzen, 
Certaine it is that thou muſt obey Ma⸗ 
giſtrates and Lawes in all thinges, not 
contrary to the woꝛd of God. 

The ſecond poynte ok Obedience is, to 


pay fo Magiſtrates. The people of a 


G Od being in captiuitie, were com- 


maunded to pꝛap fo; the long life of the 
King 
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King of Babilon, and of his ſonne. S 
Paul exhozteth, that aboue all thinge 
pꝛaiers, ſupplications, interceſſions, 
giuing of thankes bee made foz all m 
fo Kinges and thoſe that are in authozi 
tie. Tertulian teſtiſieth, that in his ti 
the Chniſtians in all their aſſemblie 
pꝛaped fo the Emperours and Ba 
tates ofthis woꝛld. 


The people of God were commaun⸗ fi 


ded to pꝛay foꝛ Nabuchadonezer a fot: 
raine King and a Tyranc, S. Paul ex: 
hoꝛteth to pꝛap fo Ringes and Jzinces, 
when thep were (as Auguſtine noteth)) 
enemies tothe Church of Chziſt. | 
The Chiiftians in Tertulians time 
pꝛaped fo2 their Emperours and Pagi- 
ſtrates being perſecutoꝛs, and ſhall not 
wee pꝛaie, and exhozte to pꝛaie for her 
Maieſtie our naturall Pzince,mercifull, 
Chziſtian,and a conſtant defendoz of the 
true Religion of the Church of Chyift? 
Here then is the Biſhop of Rome con:-- 
demned, who is lo far from pꝛaying fo2 | 
Pꝛinces, that he curſeth them, and Pate | 
: eth 
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eth againſt them, ik they diſpleaſe him 
neuer ſo little. Likewiſe choſe fantaſti- 
call ſpirits are likewiſe here repꝛooued, 
which diſſalow and miſlike this manner 
of yerelie celebꝛating this day, (to giue 
God thankes foz the great and wonder⸗ 
full benefits, which we enioy thozough 
his godnes by the miniſterie of her Ma⸗ 
ieſt ie, whome it pleaſed him as this day 
/fine and twentie peares to place inthe 
Thone of this Ringdome , and to pꝛaie 
+. | bntohim fo? her long life and pꝛoſperi⸗ 
«| tie) as though wee did it ſuperſtitioullie, 
0? dedicated the day vnto her, as to ſome 
Dainct , whereas in deede wee dor but 
ie Our duetie, and that which is molt law⸗ 
full foz vs to doe, Mardocheus (as wee 
t| Teade inthe booke of Heſter) without as 
nie expzeſſe commaundement of God 
82depned that the Iewes ſhoulde pere 
lie celebzate and keepe holie the foure- 
>| teenth and fifteenth dap of the moneth 
„ Ader, in remembzance of the deliue- 
ring of the Iewes by the miniſterie 
| of Heſter, from the blouddie conſpira- 
tie 
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racie ofHammon,And is it not lawful 
fo vs to celebꝛate this day, and to dedi⸗ 
cate it vnto God, which by the miniſtery 
of Queene Elazabeth, hath not onlie de- 
liuered vs from the crueltie and tyꝛanny 
of the Biſhop of Rome, but alſo opened 


vnto vs the doze of his Goſpell , and as 


pet keepeth it open, and hath further gt- 


uen vnto vs that peace,tranquillitie and 
aboundance of all thinges , that of all 


people in che wozlde wee are thought to 
bee the moſt happte, and as it were an a⸗ 
ſtoniſhment to our enemies ? But let vs 
not regard what they thinke oz ſaic, who 
either maligne and enuie this our kelici⸗ 
tie , 02 are pleaſed with nothing which 
they themſelues do not deuiſe, It is cer: 
taine that this our ſacrifice of pꝛaping tt 
thankeſ-giuing , is moſt acceptable to 
God, and appꝛoued of al godlie men:and 
J moſt hartely beſeeche GOD, that we 
map continue this exerciſe in this man⸗ 
ner, and vppon this occaſion, euen to the 
wozlds ende: and the Loꝛde bleſſe and 


pꝛeſerue her Maieſtie, encreaſe the num⸗ | 
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ber ok her frends , and conuert oz ouer⸗ 
thꝛowe all her enemies. 

The third poynt wherein obedience 
conſiſteth, is, in fearing and honozing of 
Magiſtrates. The wiſe man ſaith, my 
ſonne feare God, and honour the Ringe. 
S. Paul like wiſe willeth that honour be 
giuen ts whom honour is due, and feare 


Pro. 24. 
Rom 13. 


to whome feare is due. Likewiſe Seinct 1 Pet. 2. 


Peter ſaith: Feare G O D, honour the 


King. 


By feare and honour is compꝛehen⸗ 
ded not onely the out ward geſture ofthe 
bodie, reuerence of wozdes, cc: but 
alſo the inward good will, and reuerence 
of the heart and minde, which eſpeciallte 
is required of all ſubiects towards their 
Piinces and Magiſtrates. The Rinc- 
dome of the Perſians contynued verie 
long,and greatlte increaſed, Iſocrates 
ſaith, that the cheife and pincipall cauſe 
thereof was, fo2 that the Perſians aboue 
all other nations, did moſt of all feare, 
honour, and reuerence their King. God 
graunt that wee may alſo perfozme our 
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duety in this poynt as we haue iuſt cauſe 
to doe. 

The fourth and laſt office ot obedience 
ts, to helpe and relieue Pꝛinces and 
Magiſtrates when neede requireth, 
Chzilt himſelfe payed tribute to Cæſar, 
and the Apoſtle commaunveth tribute 
to be giuen to whome tribute is due. 

Obedience then conſiſteth in obſer⸗ 
uing ok lawes, paying fo2 the Magi⸗ 
ſtrate, fearing and honouring of him, 
and in paying vnts him tribute. And 
thus much ofthe ſecond part. 

In the third J haue to declare who 
they be, that are diſobedient, and offend 
againſt this commaundement ok the A: 
poſtle. | 

There are thzce kindes ok men giltie 
of diſobedience, The Papiſt, the Ana⸗ 


*baptiſt,the conceyted and wapward per⸗ 


ſon. The Papilt reſtraineth the autho⸗ 
ritie of the Magiſtrate, moze then is cons 
uenient. The Anabsptilt taketh it alto⸗ 
geather away, The conceyted perſon o⸗ 
veyeth and viſobepeth at his — 1 
e 
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The Papiſt reſtrayneth the authozity 
ofthe Pagiltrate in two refpects: in the 
reſpec vl perſons, in thereſpec of cau- 


. ſes, Fo2 hee denieth the Magiſtrate ta 


haue authozitie ouer CEccleſiaſſicall per» 
fons, eſpectallie ouer the Biſhoppe of 
Rome:hee denieth him allo to haue au⸗ 
thopitte in Eccleſtaſticall cauſes:but this 
erro is ſoone confuced, F oꝝ, that he hath 
authoyitie ouer Eccleſiaſtical perſons, it 
is manifeſt, Chniſt himſelt being an Ec 
cleſtaſticall perſon, and the heade of the 
Church was ſubiec co Czſar, as I haue 
befoze derlared. S. Paule ſaith. Let e- 
nery ſoule ſubmit it ſelle to the Dupe- 
rio power: he exempcech _ and ther» 
fozxe Chriſoſtome expounding this place 
ſapth : Ita imper antur ous , & ſa- 
eerdotibus & — ſolum ſecu- 
laribus & c: Etiam ſi A poſtolus ſit, ſi E- 
nangelif+ , fi Propheta, fone quiſquis tan- 
dem fueris, Theſe commaundementes 
are enioyned vnto all, to Prieſtes, to 
Moonkes, and not to lay men alone, 
&c.yea though thou _ A ay 
uan- 
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Euangeliſt, ox whatſocuer els; There: 
foze Chriſoſtome doeth alſo include the 
Pope in this pzeceptof obedience, Pe- 
ter, from whome the Pope claymeth his 
Supzemarie,ſpeaking of the obedience 
due vnto Ringes, calleth the King moſt 

excellent, that is, aboue all others, and 
greater then all other: neither dooth he 
exempt himſelfe, much leſſe thoſe that 
tlayme to bee his ſucceſſozs, Colimus 
(ſaith Tertulian) 7mperatorem ſic quo- 

c modo nobis conuenit, & illi expedit vr ho- 

( minem a deo ſecundum, poſt quem primũ, 

Ante omnes homines, Deot. Ia was 
a Pꝛieſt ofthe Church ol Rome, it he 
had knowne oꝛ remembred the Pope ta 
haue bin aboue the Emperour,oz equall 
vnto him, bee woulde not haue ſaid, the 
Emperour had bin next vnto God: the 
firſt after God, and be foze all other men 
and Gods: Chriſoſtome ſaial; that the 
Empcrour hath no peere vppon earth, 

and calleth him: Summitatem & caput 

( omnium ſuper terram hominum . The 
cheife & head of al men vpon earth. | 

Manie 
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Many ofthe}Popes themfelues haue ace 
knowledged this ſuperiozitie in the Em 
perours fa; they haue bin complayned 
of vnto them: pleaded their cauſes befoze 
them, receaued iudgement by them, and 
veelded chereunto:as it is to be read in 
their owne hiſtoꝛies: pea diuerſe Empe⸗ 
rours haue depoſed divers Popes from 
their Popevomes , as it is alſo manifeſt 
in the ſame hiſtozies. One of their owne 
Canoniſts ſaithe , that the Emperour 
map require ofthe Pope an accompt of 


his faith. And Grarianhimſelfe.-where 


hee dooth moſt ok all exempt: the Pope 
from the: iurildiction of the Emperour, 
maketh this exception: Niſi fuerit a fi- 
de denins i aut in crimine hereſeos depre- 
bendatar.' Vuleſſe he be ſlid from the 
faith, or infected with the ſinne of 
herreſie. Therefoꝛe it is manikeſt that 
the Emperour hath authozitie outer Ec⸗ 
cleſiaſticall perſons,cuen ouer the Pope 
bimſelfe, That hee hath alſo authozitie 
in Eccleſiaſticall cauſes, it is eaſelię 


pꝛooued. 
C2 Chen 


| 


. When A laythat the. Emperour o; 
Ciuitl Pagiſtrat hath authoziep'in Ec» 
cleſiaſticall cauſes, I meane not as the 
Papiſts,and ſome other malitiouſſꝝ ca⸗ 
uill, chat hee hath anthozitie to execute 
Eccleſiaſticall functions ;'pzoper to the 
miniſters of thewoyd, as to pꝛeache the 
Golpell, to miniſter the Sacraments, 
to coſecrate biſhops and ſuch like, which 
was neuer giuen co any ciuill Pagt- 
ſtrate, neyther pet did any Chzyftian 
Paince take it vpon him. But bp autho⸗ 
ritie in Eccleſtaſticall cauſes, A meane 
that it appertaineth to the Dffife & due* 
tie of the Ciuill Magiſtrat ta ſee the 
commandements of God obſerued, true 
Religion mayntained, eue ry man in the 
Church to doe his duetie, and to pꝛouide 
that all things be done therein decently, 
and in oꝛder accozding to the rule of the 
- Apoſtles. That Chꝛiſtian Magiſtrates 
ought to haue this authoity, it is not9« 
rious, Fo; ſirſt, che cuſtodit of both Ta; 
bles is committed vnto them, which they 
can not pertoʒme accozdinglye, _ 
thep 
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they haue authozitie in Eccleſiaſtical 
cauſes; The firſt Table conteining 
thinces meerely Eccleſiaſkicall. 

The Pzophet calleth-Ringes the 
nurſing fathers of the Church , and 
Nueenes the nurſing mothers: which 
title is giuen them in vaine , if they 
haue no authozitie in matters of the 
Church. | 

All the good Rings and Magiſtrates 
ol che old Teſtament, as Ioſua, Dauid, 
Salomon, Aſa, Ioſaphat, Ezechias, 
Ioſias, &c. had and vſed this authozity, 
Foz they did not onely rule ouer the 
Piicſtes , but alſo pꝛeſcribed vnto them 
what they ſhould doe in diuine matters, 
as in Sacrifices, Circumciſion, Blele 
ſings, Curſings,dedication of the tem⸗ 
ple, caſting downe Jdolatrie, Jdols, 
and ſuch like , Some of the Papiſtes 
themſelues conkeſſe, that the Ringes of 
the olde Teſtament had this authoitie, 
That Chziſtian Ringes alſo hadde the 
ſame,it appeareth by ſundzie examples, 
Elutherius, Biſhoppe of Rome, who 
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lined within two bundzeth yeares of 


Chꝛiſt, wiiting to Lucius Ring:ofthis 
lande, calleth him Goddes vicar within 
his king dome, and ſayth, that it pertap⸗ 
neth to his dutie, to make lawes acroz« 
ding to the wozve of God, foz the go⸗ 
uernement ok his kingdome, as well in 
matters of Religion, as in matters of 
pollicie. Euſebius calleth Conſtantine 


(the great, quaſi, communem quendam 
c Epiſcopum a Deo conſtitutum: As a cõ- 


| 
| 


mon Byſhoppe appoynted by God. 
And it is certapne, that the ſaydCon: 
ſtantine did not onelie call the Councell 
of Nice, but hav herein alſo the chie ke 
gouernement and ſuperioritie. he com- 
pounded controuerſies betwixt the Bi⸗ 
ſhops: hee pꝛeſcribed vnto them a rule, 
accoding to which , they ſhould iudge 
matters then in queſtionęc. 

Iuſtinian, and other godlie Empe⸗ 
rours, made lawes concerning publique 
prayers in the Church, concerning the 
Erinitie, Baptiſme, the Sacrament of | 
the Supper, Feſtiuall daies, —_ 
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of Byſboppes, againſt Heretiques c. 
Socrates ſaith , that luce the Empe⸗ 
rours were Chꝛiſtians, the matter of 
the Church, eſpeciallie depended vppon 
them, x that the greateſt councels were 
called by them. Nabuchodonozer 
(ſayth Auguſtine) when his heart was 
peruerted, ſette vp an Image, and made 
a law foz the wozſhiping thereok. But 
when his heart was tonuerted, he pulled 
it downe, and made a law fo} the true 
woꝛzſhipping ofthe true God. In hoc e- 


vim (ſayth he) Reges Des ſeruiunt, ſicut 
eis diuinitiis pracipitur, in quantum ſunt 
— ſi in ſuo regno bona iubeant, mala 
prohibeant : non ſolum que pertinent ad 

am ſocictatem, verum etiam que 
ad diuinam religionem. In this behalfe, 
Kings ſerue God for ſo God com- 
maundeth them, in that they are 
Kings) if in their kingdome they ap- 
point good things, as alſo forbid that 
which is naught: and this not onely 
in thoſe cauſes which concerne the 
outward Communion, and ſocietie 
C 4 
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of mans life, but alſo ſuch, asapper- 

tayne vnto Gods Religion and fer- 
— yn — 2 Re — 
74 ſto , le erendo brio. 
The Kinges Ihe — ſerue 
Chriſt, in making and appoynting 
lawes for Chriſt. And miting againſt 
the Donatiſtes (who graunted and de⸗ 
nped the authozitie of the Emperour, in 
cauſes eccleſiaſticall, at their pleaſure) 
be ſapeth, An forte de Religione fas non 
eſt, vt dicat Imperator? cur ergo ad Im- 
peratorem veſtri venerunt legats? Cur e- 
um fecerunt cauſe ſue Indicem?non ſecu- 
turi quod ille indicaret . Is it not for- 
ſooth lawfull for the Emperour to 
commaund,concerning caules of re- 
ligion ?why then come your Embaſ- 
ſadors vnto the Emperour ? why did 
they apoynt him Iudge in their buſi- 
neſſe, if they entended riot to ſtand 
to his iudgement? In the ſame Booke 
he wiiteth that the Emperour made pe⸗ 
cuntarie lawes againſt thoſe which cal- 
ledthem-lelues Chꝛiſtians, and pet did 
not 
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not communicate wich the vniuerſall 
Church, but gathered them-ſclues to⸗ 
gether in pziuate Conuenticles : which 
lawes although he ſometimes miſtiked, 
pet vpon better aduiſement, hee did not 
onelpe allowe of them, but alſo thought 
them to bee moſt pꝛoſitable & neceſſary, 

It appearech therefoze, chat the Ci. 
uill Magiſtrate hath authozitte in eccle- 
ſiaſticall cauſes, in manner and fourme 
as I baue declared. And therefoze the 
Papifes, in abzidging this authozitie, 
muſt needs be found guiltie of diſobedi⸗ 
ence , But J would to God it conſiſted 
herein onlp:it reacheth further, koꝛ whe 
they liſt, they altogether take away the 
authozitie of the Magiſtrate. 

The Biſhops of Rome, vſurpe vnto 
themſelues power. to place and viſplace 
Emperozs and kings at their pleaſure, 
to deliuer their ſubiectes from their oath 
of obedience, to mooue them to rebell a- 
gainſt them, and if that will not ſerue, 
to ſubozne ſome ꝑiuilye and ſecretlye to 
murther them. 

| 5 Hope 
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Pope Zacharie, who liued ſcuen hun- 
d)ed yeares and mote after Chyiſt, was 
the firſt that tooke vpon him that autho⸗ 
titie, but diuers afterwards put it iu ex. 
ecution. 

Gregorie the ſeuenth div not onelye 
excommutnicate Henry the fourth, and 
animated his ſubtectes to rebell againſt 
bim, by deliuering of them from their 
oath of obedience, but when that woulde 
not ſerue, ſought alſo waies and means 
ſecretly to murther him, by hiring one to 
let a ffone fall fro the top of the church 

« bppon the Emperours head as hee was 
« Paving, but God pꝛeuented that pace 
tize by puniſhing the murtherer , and 

cruſhing him in peeces with the fame 
ſtone, 

Paſchalis the fecond continued the 
ſame courſe againſt the ſame Emperoz, 
and in the end cauſed his owne Sonne 
to rebell againſt him, Alexander the 
third delt in like maner againft Fride- 
rick the Empero , and betrayed him to 

the Turke, Do did Innocentius the 
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fourth with the Emperour in his time, 


and at the length poyſoned him. It were 
too long to reherſe all examples which 
might be vled in this matter: doeth not 


experience teache vs, that they contynue 
their pꝛactiſe euen at this time? The 
Loꝛde defend her Maieſtie from them, 
and confound their deuiſes againſt her: 
Certein it is that they are enemies to 
ꝛinces, and guiltie of diſobedience. 
The ſecond kinde ol men, offending 
againſt this pꝛecept ofthe Apoſtle , are 
the Anabaptiſts, who thinke it not law- 
full fo Chꝛiſtians eyther to bee Magi⸗ 
ſtrates, oz to obey Magiſtrates, groun⸗ 
ding themſelues vpon that which the A- 
poſtle witteth in the fift to the Galathi- 
ans, Stand in the libertie wherin Chꝛiſt 
hath made you free, c, and ſuch like pla: 
ces, foꝛgetting that which followeth in 
the ſame Chapter. Take heed you make 
not pour libertie an occaſion to the fleſh: 
whereby it appeareth that Chyiltian li⸗ 
bertie is not ofthe fleſh, but of the ſpirit: 
not of the bodie, but of che minde: not of 
kreedome 
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freedome from being ſubiect to men. but 


from ſubiection to ſinne and to death. 
Lex ſpiritus vitæ (laith the Apoſtle)bbe- 


rum me reddidit 4 iure peccati & mortit. 


The lawe of the ſpirit of life through 
Ieſus Chriſt, hath made me free from 


the lawe of fin and death. Rom. 8.2. 


Chiſthimſelfe obeyed che Ciuill Magi⸗ 
ftrate,Peter and Paul commaund Chyi« 
ſtian Seruants, Childzen, TWiues,and 
Subtects,to obey their Paiſters, Pa⸗ 


rentes, Duſ bandes, and Pagiſtrates, | 


The Goſpel doethnot deftroy common- 
welthes , but eſtabliſheth them. And 
Chiiſtian religion taketh from no man 
that. which is due vnto him. Therefoze 


the opinion of the Anabaptiſts is of ie 


ſeife abſurd, and needeth no confuca« 
tion. 

The third kinde is of choſe that are 
tonceited, and way ward, who onely obey 
when they liſt, wherein they liſt, and ſo 
long as thep liſt: men deligbted with 
ſingularitie,whome nothing can pleaſe, 
but that which themſclues doe * 


cellentes non verentur maledittss inceſſere. 
They diſpiſe authoritie, they are pre- 
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Df whome the Apallle S. Peter ſpea⸗ 
keth, when he ſaith, Dominationem con- 
temnunt, andaces, præfracti, qui gloria pre- 


1. Pet 2. 


ſumptuous, and ſtande in their one 
conceit, which feare not to ſpeake e- 
will of them that excell in werſhip, 
They contemne Lozdſhip and-Supe- 
rioʒitie. Me ſaith not that they condemne 
Loꝛdſhip and Superioꝛitp, but chat they 
contemne it, being bold, wilfull, and fro⸗ 


ward, which are not afraide to ſpeake e. 


uill of thoſe that are in authozitie, 

' The Apoſtle Iude in like manner 
wutethofthem in his Epitle, S. Paul 
giueth vnto them theſe titles. Louers of *- Tim. 
themſelues, diſdainefull, moude, curſed 
ſpeakers,diſobedient,vnthankfull,calit» 
niatoꝛs, fierce, raſhe, heddie, hauing a 
fozme of godlines, but denying the foꝛce 
thereot: they creepe into houſes, liuing 
at other mens tables:ſpeciallie into wo- 
mens houſes loaden with ſinne, alwaies 
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H. Auguſtine alſo ſpeaketh of theſe ' 


kinde of men, when he ſairh, Nor iam 
vt vetus prouerbium fertur ) quod volu- 
mus, ſanctum eſt, ſed etiam quando volu- 
mus, & quam diu volumus. Not now (as 
the old Prouerb is)is that holy which 
we fancie to be holy, but the fame al- 
ſo, when wee fancie, and ſo long as we 
fancie. Foz nothing is holie , but that 
which they wil haue to be holie,and that. 
when they will haue it holie, and as long 
as thep will haue it holie, and not other⸗ 
wiſe, Imp ſelfe doe knowe and am able 
to pꝛoue, that ſome things are now holie 
(in their iudgement) which befoze they 
compted vnholy, and likewiſe lomething 
now to be vnholie, which herctofoze they 
haue ſet downe to be holie. But theſe are 
holie ones, and may not bee touched. 
Therefoze J will ceaſe to ſpeake anie 
moze of their perſons, and come to the 
qualities, and notes whereby they and al 
other diſobedient perſons map be diſcer⸗ 
ned and knowen, 


| 


It followeth in the Apoltle;admoni(h 
them 
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© | them chat they ſpeake euill of no man, 
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that they bee not contentious . And the 
Apoſtle Inde , ſpeaking of diſobedient 
perſons; ſaith, they are murmurers and 
quarrilous, wherby A gather that there 
are two notes, by the which diſobedient 
— map bee knowne $ Euill and 

underous ſpeaking, and contention: 
elſe the Apoſtle woulde not haue giuen 
Titus ſpeciall charge, to warne difobedi- 
ent perſons of theſe two crimes. Well 
then, thoſe that are diſobedience, may bee 
knowne by their euill ſpeaking of Ma⸗ 
giſtrates, and by contending againſt oꝛ- 
ders and lawes. Touching the firſt : the 
nature of man it ſelfe, is pꝛone and bent 
to ſpeake euill of two kindes ok perſons 
minc ipallie: of thoſe which haue go⸗ 
yernement in the Church, as ofBiſhops, 
Hieachers, cc. And of choſe which haue 
gouernement.in the common wealth, as 
of Pꝛinces and Magiſtrates: the deuill 
alſo pꝛouoking thereunto, Foꝛ by ſpea⸗ 
king euill ol the one, the Religion that 
they pꝛofeſſe and pꝛeache, is _— 
the 
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tbe good ſuccefle ofthe Goſpell hindꝛed, 
and by ſpeaking euill of the other, con⸗ 
tempt of ſuperiours ts wzought in the 
harts ofthe ſubiects, whervpon ſpꝛing 
eth all diſobedience, | 

That Bilhoppes and pzeachers, and 
fuch as haue gouernment in the church, 
baue bene alwaies ſubiect to the flaundes 
rous tongues of diſobedient perſons, it 
appearxeth by the example of Chyiſt him 
ſeife . who though he neuer offended ep⸗ 
cher in life oz doctrine, pet couldhee not 
auoide the malitioufaes of the tongue. 
They called him Samaritane, they ſayd 
he had a denill:they accuſed him fo2 kee- 
ping company with Publicans and ſin» 
ners. Therefoze in purging of himſelfe, 
he faith not, which of pou acculeth me of 
ſinne,but which of you can conuince me 
of ſinne. Neither dsth S. Paul require 
that a Biſhop ſhould not beblamed, but 
that he ſhould be blameles: and admont- 
ſheth Timothie , that hee receiue not a- 
gainſt a Biſhop oz miniſter, any atcuſa⸗ 
tion without two oz chꝛee „ — 

at 
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bath beene the lot of Biſhops, xc. at all 
times to be ill ſpoken of, Baſill ſaich.that 
in his time, whoſoeuer could raile moſt 
of the Biſhops in their ſermons, (as ma: 
nie yong Pꝛeachers then did) were beſk 
liked of che people , and coumpted molt 
perfect, and moſt holy. Nazianzen com⸗ 
playned, that the ſtate and condition of 


- Biſhops in bis time was far wozſe,then 


the condition of the Apoſtles in their 
time. Foz they were a gazing ſtocke to 
Angels and men onely: to men(ſaith he) 
of the better ſozt , to Pzinces , Pagi⸗ 
ſtrates, cc. But we, (meaning Biſhops) 
are a common ſpectakle, and talking 
ſtocke to Angels and men;but to men of 
the baſeft ſoze, to the common people, to 
men vnworthie, They rayle vpon vs in 
euerie place, in the ſtreetes, in the Tas 
uerns, in their feaſts, ſtanding at their 
doꝛes: yea they bzing vs vpon the ſtage, 
and the verie Players ieſt of vs. This 
ſaith Nazianzen, 

The lame complaint maketh Chriſo- 
ſtome like wiſe, ſo doeth Icrome and os 


ther 


Tv. 22.27, 
t clel.10, 
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ther of cho auntient Y Ade 5 which ts 
ſome comfort” vnto vs who liue in theſe 
daies ,-and receiue che ſame meaſure, 
But J willteaue off to fpeake anie moꝛe 
concerning our ſelues, and commit our 
cauſe to him that iudgeth iuſtlie, and 
knoweth the ſecrets of the heart: befoze 
whome J ſummon to appeare all thoſe 
blaſphenious tongues, which ceaſe not 
continuallie to ſlaunder vs, there to aun» 
were mee, and others ol my bꝛetheren, 
when it ſhall pleaſe him to call vs all to 
an actompt, vnleſle they ſhall in che 
meane time repent. 

J will in a woꝛde oi two declare how 
hayndus a trime it is, to ſpeake euill of 
Magiſlrates: God doeth exp ſlelie foz 
bid it. Dys non detrahes,& Nincipi po- 
puli tui non maledices , Thou ſhalt not 
rayle vppon the Gods, neither blaſ- 
pheme the ruler of thy people. 
Thou ſhait not (ſaith the Pꝛeacher) 
ſpeake euill ofthe Ringe, no not in thy 
thought: neither ſhalt thou ſlaunder the 


rich man in thy pꝛiuie chamber, Fon the 
birds 
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birds ofthe Ayze hall bewꝛay thee, gc. 
God ſo abhozreth the ſpeaking euill of 
Rings and]1inces,that he wil not haue 
it kept ſecret, though it bee ſpoken neuer 
| fofecretlie. Marie, Moyſes ſiſter was Num. 13. 
ſmitten with Lepꝛoſie, becauſe ſhe mur⸗ 
mured againſt her Bꝛother. If Marie 
(faith Chriſoſtome) was ſo puniſhed foꝛ 
murmuring ag ainſt her bꝛother, and that 
but once, how canſt thou eſcape ſcotfree, 
which daylie raileſt againſt thy JIzince 
and Gouernour. | 

He that ſpeaketh euill of Father and 
Mother, by the law of God ought to die. 
If thoſe ( ſaith Chriſoſtome) that ſpeak 
euill of their Parents. by Gods lawe are 
puniſhed with deathe , what iudgement 
art thou wozthie of, who dareſt ſpeake e⸗ 
uill of him, which is to bee pꝛeferred be⸗ 
| - foze Father and Mother, meaning the 

MPagiſtrate: 

God ſaide to the ſinner, as the Pſal- Plalm 50. 
miſt repozteth:Why doeſt thou preach 
my lawes , and takeſt my Teſtimonie 
inthy mouth, &c, And ſhewing the 
2 cauſe 


Pro. 24. 


1. Cor. 6. 


cauſe why hee woulde not haue him to 


pꝛeach his lawes (he ſaith) Sc dens aduer- 
ſus fratrem loquebaris. Thou litting 
ſpeakeſt againſt thy bother, Now (ſaith 
Chriſoſtome) it God by his owne voice 
pꝛonounce him vnwoꝛthie to pꝛeache his 
lawes , and to pꝛofeſſe his woe, which 
ſpeaketh onelp againſt his Bzother,ſhal 
wee thinke him woꝛthie to pzeache , oz 
count him a pꝛofeſſoꝛ, which ſpeaketh e⸗ 
utllof Daciſtrates» 

The wile man ſpeaking of all flaun⸗ 
derers,ſaith, that they are to be abhozred 
ofmen, Dauid ſaith, that hee will perſe · 
cute him that ſlaundꝛeth his neighbour. 
The Law pꝛonounceth him to be accurs 
ſed which backbiteth his neighbour. S. 
Paul placeth backbiters and ſlaunderers 
among thoſe that ſhall neuer enter into 


the kingdome of Heauen. The Apoſtle 


Iude wiiteth in his Epiltle,that Micha- 
ell the Archangell, when hee contended 
with the deuill about the body of Moſes, 
did not giue vnto him any railing ſpech: 
Michaell the Archangell did not raple 
bpon 
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vpon the diuell, no not to his face. Then 
they that rayle vpon Nꝛinces and Magi⸗ 
ſtrates, not to their face, but behind their 
backes, are no Archangels, nap, they are 
no Angels, nap, they are deuils. Fo2 the 
deuill was the firſt Calumniaton, as his 
name teſtiſieth, and is the father ol back⸗ 
biters and ſlaunderers, euen as he is of 
liers, Certaine then it is, that backbi- 
ting & ſlaundering is an hozrible crime, 
and a manifeſt Ag neof diſobedience. And 
therefoze Peter and Iude ioyne them to⸗ 
gether, ſaying. they coi'temne ſuperioꝛi⸗ 

tie, and are not aſhamed to ſpeake euil ot 
thoſe which are in authoꝛitie. And the A- 

poſtle in this place to his pꝛecept ot obe⸗ 

dience, like wiſe ioyneth this, that they 

ſpeake euill of uo man, as though hee 
ſhoulde ſap, ik they ſpeake cuill of men, 

they cannot be obedient. 

The ſecond note is Contention. Foꝛ 
the Apoſtle addeth: admoniſh them 
that they be not contentious. 

Content io us perſons cannot bee but 


difobedient ; £02 they are proude. Pꝛide 
D3 engendereth 


Gala. 53. 
Iam. ;. 
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engendereth contempt: contempt byin- 
geth fozth diſobedience, And pzoud per⸗ 


ſons are euer contentious, Inter ſuperbos 
ſemper iurgia, Among the proud, there 


is euer ſtrife, Prou, 13. 10. And a⸗ 


gaine: Homo pernerſus ſuſcitat rixas. A 
troward bodie cauſeth ſtrife, Prou, 
16.28. Contention ok it ſelfe is ſuch an 
euill, that it is ſufficient alone to make a 
man wicked, though he ſeem; other wiſle 
to be neuer ſo holie. So long as there is 
amongſt you (ſaicht he Apoſtle ) emula⸗ 
tion, contentiong, and factions, are you 
not carnall,anv walke accozdingto the 
fleſh And in the epiſtle to the Galathi- 
ans, hee placeth contention among the 
wozks of the fleſh. S. Iames ſaith,that 
where contention and emulacion is, 
there is trouble and euerie euifl woꝛke: 
Iude ſaith, that choſe which ſeperate thẽ⸗ 
ſelues (meaning coutentious perſons) 
followe their owne luſts. S. lo aul ſetlu⸗ 
deth choſe ihat are contentiot1s from the 
Church, onely becauſe they are conten- 


it Cot. 11. tioug. It any man bee coatentious 8- 


monglt 
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mongſt you (ſaithhee) wee haue no ſuch 
cuſtome , neither yet the Churches of 
God: as though hee ſhoulde ſay, a man 
can not be contentious, E ofthe Church 
of God. 
Chriſoſtome ſaith, that the name of the 
Church, is a name at conſent and con: 
co2de , and that therefoze, they that are 
, Concentious,# make diuiſion, can not de. * 
ſiid to be of the church. Auguitine affir- ;,.; 72 * 
meth, that though a man doe beleeue all 
the Articles of the Chyilkian faith accoz⸗ 
ding to the Scriptures, pet ifhe doe not 
comunicace with the vnitp ofthe church, 
but bꝛeake the peace thereok, he is not of 
the Church. And againe, chat whoſoeuer 
{a commendeth himlelfe to the people, 
that he cauſeth them to follow him, and 
thereby maketh diuiſion inthe Church, „ 
non eſt de illis montibus in quos illuminat — fe ”y 
altiſcimus, Is not of thoſe hillswhich 7 m_w 
the higheſt God giueth light vnto. Zpke. 
Chriſoſtome affirmeth, that it is no 
leſſe crime co make diuiſiũ inthe church, 
then it is to fall into hereſie, Therefoze 
D 4 horrible 
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hozrible is the crime ofcontention and 
pet is it oftentimes coloured and cloa- 
ked by the name and title of religion, of 
-yeale, and af perfection. So hath ic bin 
in times paſt, and ſo is it at this day. I- 
renzus ſpeaking of contentious perſons 
vniteth thus: Propter modicas & quasli- 
bet cauſat, magnum & glorioſum corpus 
Chr. conſeindunt & diuidunt, & quanthh 
in ipſis eſt interficiunt: pacem loquentes, 
& bellum operantes: vere liquantes culi- 
cem, & camelum tranſelutientes, For 
meane matters and euery trifle, they 
diuide and teare in peeces, yea, and 
as much as in them lies, they kill too, 
the great &glorious body of Chriſt: 
They talke of peace, & practiſe war: 
Euen ſuch they are, as ſtraine at a 
gnat, and ſwallow vp a cammell. Na- 
zianzen, likewiſe ſpeaking of the ſame 
perſons,ſaith thus: Spirituales iſti faſt u- 
oſi, iudicantes ſingulos, & condemnantes, 
& pro nihils omnia ducentes, ſi ita libue- 
rit, abcedunt communionem noſtram ve- 
lut impiam recuſantes. Theſe ſpirituall 
proud 
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proud men, iudging & condemning 
al but themſelues, and accounting of 
euerie thing too too lightlye, when 
they are ſo diſpoſed, with-drawe 
themſelues from our companye, and 
tefuſe it as vngodly and wicked. And 
againe: Ogi ingentes rixas mouent ex re- 
bus vel ſermonibus parnis, vel etiam non 
dinims ſed humanis motibus incitati, ſibi 
quam plurimos aſciſcunt inſanie ſue ſoci- 
ot, dum contentions atque inſolentie ſuæ, 
magniſicum & venerabile omnibus fidei 
nomen imponunt, fediſuime intẽtionis ſue 
cauſam, honeſt iſfimi huius vocabuli ſpecie 
colorantes , Such as be occaſioners of 
great braules, by reaſõ of ſome things 
or words of (mal moment, or els mo- 
ued therevnto not by godlye , but 
worldlye motions, they drawe vnto 
themſelues companiõs to their mad- 
nes, while they aſcribe to their con- 
tention and pride, the excellent and 
reuerend name of fayth, thereby ſha- 
doing the cauſe of their beaſtlie pur- 
poſe, with the viſor of this holie and 
D 5 moſt 
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moſt good name, And againe: Nos iu- 
uicem imp » dum videmur nobis 
nimi: Cat holici, nimis &. fideles, & xel⸗ 
Dei excitari, ſed nen ſicut expedit, & lex 
certaminum continet. We gaineſay and 
crofle one another, whileſt we ſeeme 
to our ſelues too Catholike, and too 
faithfull, and to bee ſtirred vp by the 
zeale of God, but wee doe not as it is 
behoofefull, neither as the lawe and 
order of contention doth allow. Hie- 
rome likewiſe ſpeaking ofthe ſame per- 
ſons ſaith thus. Aurem populi mulcent, 
& quicquid dixerint legem Dei putant. 
They curry fauour with the people, 
and therfore what they ſay, is thoght 
ok them to be the word of God, To 
bee hozt,Chriſoſtome ſaith, that thoſe 
which deuide the church, leaſt they Hold 
ſeeme to do it fe contentions lake, glo⸗ 
rie that they teach mote perfect things, 
and that they are wiſer then others, 
Whether theſe ſapings of the aucient 
Fathers map aptly bee applied to thoſe 
that make contention in che „ 
this 
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this dap 02 no, J referre it tothe fudge» 
ment ofſuch as be indiſferent, Howſoe- 
uer it is, contention is the plague & pe. 
ſtilence ofthe Church, and ofthe Come 
mon- wealth likewiſe, Euery kingdom 
diuided in it ſelfe, commeth to decape, 
and euery hauſe diuided in it ſelfe, will 
be made deſolate, as Chniſt ſaith, 


Nazianzen compareth the Church, 


froubled with contention, to a ſhip vpon 
the Sea, toſſed with waues and winds, 
and in daunger ok enemies, wherein the 
Marriners diſagree amongſt theſelues, 
and will not followe the aduiſe and com- 
maundements of cheir maiſter and Go- 
uernour. 

The ſame Nazianzen compareth con» 
tentious perſons to madde men, who ol. 
tentimes ſet their owne houſes on fire, 
thinking them to bee other mens : and 
mice their owne Parents, ſuppoſing 
them co be their enemies. 

Baſill likeneth the Church rent with 
contention , to the Citie Ieruſalem 


when it was beſiedged by Titus and Ve- 
ſpaſianus- 
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ſpatianus: fo it had enemies without, 
and it was diulded within: and there 
foze the end was deſtruction. And is not 
this our fate at this time: Arc we not 
compaſſed about with enemies abzoad* 
Edo we not contend amongſt ourſelues 
within ꝛcrc:wel then, let vs at the length 
leaue of contending, #liue inpcace, one 
with another, The wiſe mi faith, Honor 


eſt homini, quiſeperat ſe contentionibus, 


It is an honour;toa man to ſeperate 


himſelfe from contentions. It is no 
bono? fo2 any man to maintaine conten- 
tions. Peace is the thing þ Chyift com- 
maunded to his Diſciples, Haue Salt 
in you, & haue peace one with another, 
Chniſt ioyneth ſalt and peace together. 
Sal ſine pace (ſaith an auncient Father) 
non eſt virtutis donum, ſed damnationis 
argumentum . Salt without peace, is 
not the gift of vertue, but an argu- 
ment of condemnation . Peace and 
loue is the liuerie that Chyiſte giueth 
vnto his Seruants : Heereby ſhall all 
men knowe (ſaith hee) that ye are my 

Diſciples 
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Dilciples, it pe loue one another. It is 
the legacie hee bequeathed vnto them in 
his laſt will and Teſtament, My peace 
Igiue vnto you. Pp peace J giue vnto 
you, My peace J leaue vnto you, Dou⸗ 
ble peace, peace ot conſcience, and peace 
amongſt pour ſelues. The Anabaptiſts 
were wont to alledge foz the mainte« 
nance of their contentions, that ſaying 
of Chziſte, I eame nat to ſend peace ins 
to the wozlve, but the ſwoꝛd: wherevato 
they haue beene long ſince aunſwered, 
the meaning of Chaiſt there to bee, that 
he came to diuide the faichfull from In⸗ 
fidels, and not to diuide the faithfull a- 
mongſt themſelues. S. Paul dooth ear: 
neſtly exhozte to this vnitie and peace: 
If there bee any exhoztation in Chꝑiſte 
(ſaith hee )if there bee anye comfoꝛt of 
loue, it there bee any communton of the 
ſpirit, i there be any pittie oꝛ compaſſi- 
on, fulfill mp iope, that vc thinke one 
thing, that er loue one another, that yee 
agree among ſt your ſelues, that nothing 
be done by contention 02 vaine glozie, 
but 
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but choꝛough modeſtie ofminde, let one 
thinke another to excell him. And in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrewes: Let vs conſi⸗ 
der one another, to pzouoke bnto lone, 
and good wozkes, not leauing our mu⸗ 
tuall ſocietie, as the manner of ſome is: 
but let vs exhozt one another, and ſo 
much the rather, becauſe the daye is at 
hande : and the Apoſtle in this place 
commaundeth Titus to admoniſh them, 
that they bee not contentious. J would 
to God theſe exhoztations of Chʒiſt 
and of his Apoſtles, could any 
thing mwue vs. ec 
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